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The COMMITTEE appointed to coilfider of fo 
much of feveral Aids, paffed by the Parliament of 
Ireland, relative to the better Regulation of the Linen 
and Hempen Manufa&ure, as relates to the-afcertaining 
the Quality of the Flax Seed imported into Ireland; 
and to report the fame, together with their Obfervations 
thereupon, to the Houfe : — Have confidered the feveral 
Matters referred to them, and have agreed upon the fol- 
lowing Report: 

Y OUR. Committee find. That by an Aft paffed in the 
Parliament of Ireland, 17 and 18 Geo. III. C. at. S. 5. 
it was Enadfed, That after the iff of Auguft 1778, the Col- 
lector or Chief Officer of any Port into which any Importa- 
tion of Flax Seed or’ Hemp Seed fliould be made, fliould imme- 
diately after the landing of the fame, and before Payment of the 
Bounty, fiimmon and convene (and he was thereby authorized and 
empowered fo to do) Three Perfons, not Importers of Flax Seed, 
fuch as he fliould judge belt drilled in Flax Seed ; to whom he was 
thereby required and empowered .to adminifter an Oath that they 
would, to the belt of their Capacity, give full and true Judgment in 
refpeS to the Soundnefs and Quality of fuch Flax Seed and Hemp 
Seed as fliould be produced to them, and declare in like Manner 
whether the fame was or was not fit for the Purpofe of flowing ; 
and that the fain Oolierior or Chief Officer fliould produce to the 
Paid feveral Perfons luch Calk or Calks of Flax Seed or Hemp Seed 
as fliould be imported as aforefaid, and the laid Perfons fliould 
report their Judgment thereof to the laid ColleSor or Chief Of- 
ficer, in Writing, with their Names fublcribed thereto; and if in 
the laid Report 0 Two or more of them fliould declare that they 
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had viewed all and every Calk of the faid Flax Seed or Hemp 
Seed, expreffing the Number exhibited to them, and that they 
were of Opinion that the fame was clean, and of found and good 
Quality, and fit for fowing, that then the faid Colleaor or Chief 
Officer fhould, and he was .thereby required and directed, to brand 
01 otherwife mark, ai: or near the Bung Hole, each and every of 
the faid Calks, with a Mark expreffing the Year and Month the 
fame Ihould have been lo infpefted and approved of by the faid 
Perfons lb fummoned and convened as aforelaid ; for every which 
Brand or Mark the Sum of Six Pence per Calk, and no more, 
was to be paid by the Importer to the laid Colleftor or Chief 
Officer fo marking or branding the fame ; and that no Bounty 
granted by any Laws then in being, Ihould be paid to the Im- 
porter of -any Flax Seed or Hemp Seed, which had not been 
.firftinlpe&ed, reported, branded, or marked as aforefaid. 

1 hat, by an Act palfcd in the Parliament of Ireland, 1 9 and 
20 Geo. III. C.33..S. 1. it was Enafted, That after the 24th 
■of June 1 780, no Bounty ,or Premium Ihould be paid for any Flax 
■Seed imported into Ireland. 

. That, by ail Act palled in the Parliament of Ireland, 23 and 
2 4 Geo. III. C, 53, S, 25, reciting the laid Aft 1,7 and 1 8' Geo, 
III. it was Enafted, That from and after the palling of that 
Aft, in order to prevent any bad Seed which Ihould he imported 
from being fold for fowing, whenever any Two of the faid Three 
Perfons ffimmoned by .the Colleftor or other Officer, purfuant to 
rtheProvifion in the faid Adi, to view any .Flax Seed or Hemp 
Seed, Ihould not report their Opinion that the fame was of found 
Quality, or fit for fowing, the faid Seed, and the Calks in which 
the lame was contained, Ihould' be detained in the King’s Stores 
till the firlt Day of July next following the Importation thereof, 
and Ihould then be delivered, without Fee or Reward, to the Im- 
porter, upon his ..giving fufficient Security, which Security the 
Colleftor or other Chief Officer was thereby authorized and re- 
quired to take, that the Whole of the ibid Flax Seed Ihould be ex- 
ported, or made into Oil in the faid'Kingdom, before the firlt Day 
•of February next following; and if the Importer or Importers 

fhonlti 
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£hould not give fuch Security before the Twenty-ninth Day of 
September next following the firft Day of July as aforefaid, fuch 
Flax Seed or Hemp Seed, and the Calk or Calks wherein the 
lame was contained, Ihould be lold by Public Audition, to the Per- 
fon who Ihould offer the higheft Price for the fame, and enter 
into like Security, or Ihould be publicly burned or otherwife de- 
Rroyed on Failure of a Bidder or Bidders who Ihould give fuch 
Security. . 

That, by an Ad of the fame Parliament, 37 Geo. III. C 6r. 
S. 4. reciting, That Flax Seed and Hemp Seed, which had been 
regularly branded at the Time of Importation as being found and 
fit for lowing, had been afterwards Ibid or expoled to Sale, al- 
though fuch Seed might, after the branding thereof, from Age, 
Damp, or other Injury, have become unlound and damnified, 
it was Enaded, That it Ihould and might be lawful for any In- 
fpedor General, or Inlpedor or other Officer ading under the 
Truftees of the Linen Board, to examine, as often as he Ihould 
think neceffary, any Calk containing Flax Seed or Hemp Seed, 
although the fame Ihould have been fo branded ; and if the Seed 
contained in any fuch Calk Ihould be found unfound, damnified, 
mixed, or in anyway unfit for fowing, to require Security to be 
given that the fame Ihould not be fown or fold for lowing, but be 
made up into Oil, or exported from the faid Kingdom; and if any 
Perfon Ihould refufe or prevent any Flax Seed or Hemp Seed 
from being lb examined, or Ihould, after fuch Requifition made,- 
and until Security Ihould be given, fell or difpofe of, or fuffer to 
be fold or difpoled of in any Way, any Part of fuch Seed* and 
Ihould be convi&ed thereof upon Oath before any Magiftrate, 
.he or Ihe Ihould forfeit the Sum of Twenty Shillings for every 
Bulliel, or Part of a Bufhel fo fold or dilpoled of, or permitted to 
be fold or difpoled of, and all the Seed remaining, touching which 
fuch Requifition had been made, and the Calk or Calks wherein 
the fame is contained, Ihould be forfeited. 

Your Committee’ then proceeded to examine Mr. Charles 
Puffin, Infpecior General of Linen Manufa&ure for the Pro- 
B vinces 
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vinces of Leinfter, Munfter, and Connaught, which Examination 
they have annexed to their Report. 

And it appears to Your Committee, upon the Refult of the 
Whole, that further Regulations are requifite for fecuring an 
adequate and fufficient Examination of Flax Seed imported into 
Ireland ; and that to attain this Objeift it would be expedient to 
provide, that the Perfons employed to inlpefl the Flax Seed itn- 
ported, fhould be approved and recommended by the Truftees of 
the Linen Board of Ireland. 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix (A.) 

Examination of Mr. CHARLES DUFF IN, Infpe&or 
General of Linen Manufacture, in Leinfter, Munfter, and, 

Connaught. 

wiiom was you appointed to that Office ? Mr. Baffin. 

The Linen Board, in 1791. v - 

What are the Duties of your Office ? 

My Duty is prefcribed by an Aft of the Parliament of Ireland, 21 
and 22 Geo. III. c. 35. f. 29. — It is to go round the Three Provinces 
Once a Year, and as often as the Board requefts, to make my Report 
upon the Growth of Flax, to infpeft into the Conduct of the County 
Infpectors (who are alfo appointed by the Board) and to fee that the 
Premiums given by the Board are properly diflributed. 

Have you, in the Difcharge of your Duty, been directed by the Board at 
any Time to snake any particular Enquiries into the State of Flax Seed 
imported ? 

Yes, in 1795 particularly, and alfo in every fubfequent Year. 

State the Refult of your Enquiries, as far as you think them material, 
in each of thofe Years. 

In 1795 Mr. Wilfon, the American Conful, imported into Ireland 
between 4 and 500 Hogfheads of Flax Seed from the Northern Ports o? 

America, all which were branded on the Quay at Dublin by the Col- 
lectors People as found Seed fit for fowing. Upon Mr. Wilfon’s offer- 
ing it for Sale, 80 Hogfheads were found unfit for fowing, which he fe- 
parated from the found Seed, and 78 Hogfheads of thofe 80 were fold 
to a Man of the Name of Burn in Drogheda; upon getting this Infor- 
mation, I proceeded to Drogheda to prevent as much as poffible the Sale 
of it, but 70 Hogfheads had been fold, before I arrived, to the Country 
People, and which Seed produced no Crop; not having Power to- feize 
the Seed, I could only warn the People from buying it. In confequence 

of 
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Mr. Baffin-. of this I waited upon Mr. Fofter, and reprefented to him the Neceffitv 

— ■ — — > ' of having fome Legiflative Meafure to enable the Officers of the Board 

to prevent the Diftribution of bad Seed after its being branded; and an 
Ad was paffed bythe Parliament of Ireland in 1797 , 37 Geo. III. c. 61. 
f. 4. by which thelnfpedor General, or any Officer under the Trufteesof 
the Linen Board, is empowered to examine, as often as he pleafes, any 
Ca.Tv of Flax Seed, although branded, and if unfit for fovving, to require 
Security againft its being fown, or fold for the Purpofe of being Town, 
and to require it to be made into Oil, or export it. In 1797, immediately 
after the paffing of the Ad, I feized, in the Counties of Longford, 
Weftmeath, and Meath, feveral Hogffieads of Flax Seed which had 
been fent into the Markets for fowing, and I brought it back to Dublin, 
and the Owners never applied for it again. Mr. O’Reiley, a Magiftrate 
of the Counties of Meath and Cavan, fent me above 170 Affidavits of 
the Failure of Part of that Seed which I feized, and ftated there would 
have been more could he have attended to take them. In that Summer 
I went through thofe Counties, and found that the People had fcarcely 
One-third the ufual Crop of Flax. In 1798 I received a Letter from 
Mr. Fofter, ftating, that he had got Information from the Secretary to 
the Linen Board of Scotland, that 2,000 Hogffieads, which the Officer of 
their Board would not permit to be fold for fowing in Scotland, had been 
exported to Ireland, upon which Mr. Fofter defired me to exert myfelf 
to flop the Sale of it, and to give Notice to the other Infpeftors to do the 
fame. This Information I did not get till about the 20th of May, when 
the Seed had then been moftly fold. I examined the Storehoufes in 
Dublin, and found about 100 Hogffieads. When I found, upon Enquiry, 
that Seed of that Defcription had been imported into different Ports of 
Ireland, and that it had been fold, I could only get hold of a final! Quan- 
tity in the Port of Dublin, which was afterwards fold for Oil. In 
the Summer following I found, from the Report of my Brother Officers, 
that a great Failure had taken place in the Crops of Flax in the Counties 
ofTyrone, Armagh, and that Part ofthe County of Derry whichlies on the 
Banks of Lochneagh, which I have Reafon to • believe was owino- to the 
Badnefsof the Seed fown ; the general Crop in 1798 was a good one. With 
refpeft to Part of what I faw myfelf, which was 300 Hogffieads, and which 
came into Sligo from the Port of Derry, the Infpe&or at Sligo wrote to 
me, when he faw the Seed, to know what he ffiould do with it, as he fuf- 
petted the Seed was bad : I was not in Dublin when the letter came, and 
he did not get Dire&ions from me under a Fortnight. I dire&ed him to 
feize it ; before he gotmy Diredtions all but 25 or 30 Hogffieads had been 
fold, which he feized; it was given to the Owners upon Security that they 
would export it, or make it into Oil. I faw thofe Hogfheads, and found 
them to be mixed old Memel Seed ; thofe Hogffieads were branded, but 
I had no Means of knowing at what Port. By mixed Seed, I mean Seed 

of 
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0 r different Years Growth ; the frether the Flax Seed is, the moreO.l there 
is in it, and therefore the better calculated for Vegetation ; the older Seed is 
in o-eneral dry and lefs fit for Vegetation, consequently the .Crop wnl be 
unequal in Heighth, and the ihorter Part will in general be oft. There 
were Aaions brought at the Seffions at Sligo by the People who purchafed 
the bad Seed, for Indemnification for the Failure of their Crops, and they 
recovered Damages. In 1 799, I received Informal, on that a Qpannty of 
Seed was on the Quays at Dublin which was bad I immediately wen, to 
the Quays, and examined feveral Hundred Hoglheads, and at laft I dif- 
covercd 220 which I conceived not fit for fowing 1 the Owner infilled 
they were, and I recommended to have a jury fworn to have it attained, 
which was done the next Day. The Jury were compofed of Three of 
the fitft Merchants in Dublin, and the Refi.lt was, they condemned be- 
tween 30 and 40 Hoglheads; it was immediately known that I had been m- 
fneding the Seed, and no Perfon would buy it afterwards; the Owners 
exported it, or fold k for Oil, I don't know which. The above Hoglheads 
had all been branded. In 1800 and 1801, very few Seizures were made m 
myDiftrift. In 1801, the Crops in my Diftrift failed, which I attributed 
to the very dry Seafon, and the great Deficiency in the Quantity of Land 
fown with Flax, in confequence of the high Price of Pmvifions. In 
February 1802, I reported to the Linen Board my Opinion upon Flax 
Seed I have ftated at feveral Times to Gentlemen' of the Board, the 
Frauds committed by felling damaged and unfound Flax Seed, and I was 
then called upon by the Board to make a General Report thereon ; which 
I did. 

Have the Linen Board any Infpeaors at the different principal Ports 

where Flax Seed is imported?,. , . , ' 

Yes, at Dublin, Newry, Belfaft, Derry, Sligo, Cork, Limerick, and 
Waterford: Every County has an Infpeftor befides. 






Mr. Duffing 



Appendix (B.) 



Is there any Reftriftion upon the Board with refpeft to appointing I11- 
fpeftors, as to Qualification ? . ■ " 

The Reftriftion is, that no one lhall be appointea who lias nor been 
bred to the Linen Manufacture. 

Are they bound to make aRetutn of their Conduct ? 

Yes, every Quarter, upon Oath, and the Infpeftor General mull cer- 
tify that they have received it before they can get their Salaries. 

What did the Linen Board do in confequence of your Report ? 

They examined feveral Gentlemen who were Importers of Flax 
Seed, with refpeft to the Mode I propofed, which they all approved of, 
except one Perfon, who objefted to there being any Fee. They all agreed, 
C ( as 
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Mr. Buffi*. (as I upderitood) in the Mealure I fuggefted, and the Board entered into 
— the following Resolution : 

“ Refolvedy 

" Geneli'noffi ^ ! ° ° f ^ Re P ort made ^ Mr ' Inf P<= at »- 

r : . “ ° ® n ’ and t,lat « 15 their Opinion that a Bill Ibouid be of- 
„ f ht ^onPdoraoon of Parliament, to carry into Effeft the Mca- 

fures recommended by that Report. 

<c Ordered, 

.< p.‘‘T a O che Solicitor db p^paren Dhafi of a Bill to be laid before 
I arhament, to carry the Intention of the Board into Effedt.'” 

Did this Examination take place before the Linen Board > 

■ * “ Y “ d N ° ticcs wcre ftnt b F the Board to the principal ini 

porting Merchants of Dublin to attend. I law Three who attend 

What was done in confequence of the Order of the Board > 

A ?P' Cpr[d accordingly, which I brought to London and 
gave to Mr. Bolter; the Draft was (hewn to five or lx of the principal 
importing Merchant, The Draft was the fame in Principle, Uit Tot 
■quite lb .full as the one -fubmitted to Parliament. 

May it not frequently happen that bad .Seed may be pot Into Hoglheads 

Wisrftsar *• *" “• - — 

. "‘I 1,ave .detefted Perfons in the very Aft of doing fo ; but it was 
..principally done with the Seed of a former Year’s Importation mixed 
with the new-art, ved Seed ., But it has alio been done by putting inferior 

Se^ ancf ZIZ! ^ ** ^ “ ^P— > *>od 

Does it not happen that Seed good on Importation, and branded as 
*^J&?** an d other Circumilances, become bad blm 

in - <! W ke< f" g 0Ve '' 3 Ytar ’ ° r b5 ' rCmainin S four or «« Mo«hs 
after tTowTTr Uncom ' T ’ on Thi "? «? *«w the Seed imported 
bigYear & ' S 0VCT> ” n0t “ gtLlt bfandcd the follow- 

Undepthe ProviGons of the Linen Laws, as they now (land, .is it not 
poffible that the Evils complained of may, in a meat Mminn* ho 

without any Neglefl on the Part of the Collectors”; ’ ‘P pm 

he- Sevcrd Fraud s may happen by bad Stores and mixing of Seed after 
being branded s but a great Part of tire general Complaint arifes from 
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the Negledt of Perfons employed by the Colleflors to infpea and brand Mr. Puffin. 
the Seed. ' 

What was the Average Quantity of Flax Seed imported into Ireland in 
the laft i o Years? 

Between 41 and 4:2,000 Hogfheads. 



How much Flax Seed was fown laft Year ? . 

About 20,000 Hogfheads. The ufual Quant, ty fown ,S about 
aoooo Hogfheads. The Import laft Year I underftand to be about 
■c 0,000 Hoglheads, although the CuftomHoufe Returns make ,t more, 
Lome Part, however, of this has been re-exported to England for making 
Oil. 



Appendix (B.) 

AT a Meetingofthe TRUSTEES of the Linen and Hempen 
Manufafture of Ireland, at their Houfe at the Linen Hall, on 
Tuefday the 2d Day of February 1802 ; 

Prefent n Members; 

Plight Honourable David Latouche in the Chair ; 

A Report from Mr. Infpeftor General DufEn, relative to damaged 
■Flax Seed, was prefented to the Board ; and read, as follows : 



To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Truftees of the 
Linen and Hempen Manufafture of Ireland. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Since I have had the Honour of being employed by this Board 
(now Eleven Years) the Complaints againft the Venders of unfound and 
mixed Flax Seed have been 'rather increafing. In the Year 17 98 an Act 
was palled, empowering your Infpeftors General, and other InlpeSors, to 
examine all Flax Seed, notwitbftanding its having been branded by me 
legal Officers (the Port Colleflors) as 6t for Towing, and if found muted 
damaged, or in anyway unfit for Towing ; to feme fuch Seed and demand 
Security from the Holders that it fhould not be fold for that Purpofe, 
this has prevented confiderable Quantities of unfound Seed from being 
fold for rowing, but ftill fome Thoufands of Hogfheads have efcaped, 
and many Addons been brought againft the Venders for .0 doing, and 
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for which they hive been-punilhed at the Rate of £. 3. per Hoglhead • 
a very fmall Recompence for the Injury fuftained, firft by the Poor and 
fecond-by the Country at large. 

I-beg to obferve, that every Hogfliead of Flax Seed will fow One 
Acre Three Roods, Irilh Meafure. If.good Seed it will produce 84 
Stone on an Average of rough Flax fit for the Hatchel, which, at a mode- 
rate Price, would fell for £.4.2 ; but in the Hands of a Manufafturer it is of 
much greater Value, as it employs the Women and Children in the 
Autumn Months, preparing it for Spinning, and in the Remainder of the 
Year working it up into Yarn; the Labour of Preparation they fet little 
Value on, confequently, can bring their Yarn to Market full 20 per Cent, 
cheaper, and fupport their Families better, than when they are obliged to 
go to Market for Flax, and particularly if it be Foreign. 

To prevent the Evil complained of is to firat the Door again!!: unbound 
mixed, or damaged Seed when firft imported i That Power at prefent- is 
■ vefted- in the fevcral Port CoUe&ors. Thofe Gentlemen know not the 
Difference between good and bad Seed, and truft the Inl'pedion to One 
or Two'M-en at each Port of a low Situation in Life, many- of whom I am 
certain can have no Knowledge of the Linen Branch, or of what Seed is 
fit forfowing. In fupport of what I ftate, there have been upwards of 2,000 
Hoglheads, within thefeTwo Years, flopped by your Officers in different 
Parts of the Kingdom, that had been branded by thofe people employed by 
the Collefiors, and double that Quantity efcaped, to the manifeft Injury of 
the Individuals that bought -it for -lowing, and ultimate Lofs to the ftaple 
Manufacture. If the Power was vefted in this honourable Board (and which 
1 humbly conceive it ought to be) as’ Guardians of the Linen and Hempen 
Manufactures, they could appoint proper Perfons at each Port conver- 
fantin every Branch of- the Bufinefs, to examine, in the firft Inftance, ail 
Flax Seed imported ; and fecondly, by infpefting, in the Months of 
January and February of every Year, all the Seed that remained from the 
preceding Seafon before the new arrived, I am of Opinion the Evil com- 
plained of would be completely goc rid of. The Seed- of the former Year, 
.particularly American, when kept in a dry Store, will 'produce a good 
Crop, but Dutch will not, llnlefs ftarted out of the Plogfliead, or afleaft 
one End of it kept open. The Hoglheads in which Dutch Seed arrives, 
are old Wine Veffels made very tight, fo as to admit no Air, and are be- 
fides impregnated with the Lees of the Wine, which injures the vegetative 
Quality of the Seed when remaining in the Hogffiead for a Year. Memel 
■Flax Seed is in genera] ofan inferior- Quality, and not fit to be held over a 
fecond Seafon for fowing. 

1 beg leave further to obferve, that the Board ofTrade in Scotland will 
-not permit an Hoglhead of Flax Seed or Hemp Seed to be imported 

into 



Mr. Ditjjiu. 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Appendix.] LINEN MANUFACTURE of IRELAND. 13 



into that Kingdom without being firft infpetted by their own Officers, 
and that the Collectors of Ports have nothing to do with it. In the 
Year 1798, near a, 000 Hogffieads of Flax Seed were exported from 
Scotland to this Kingdom, that would not be allowed to be fold there for 
lowing. It was entered however at the Ports here, and branded as fit for 
that Purpofe. Mr. Fofter had Notice of it, I believe, from Mr. Dundas, 
but the Information came too late, as more than Two-thirds of it had 
.been fold for fowing at a low Rate, which prevented the Sale of good 
found Seed, the poorer Clafs of People being tempted by a cheap Article. 
That Part of its Produce which came under my Infpe&ion, did not yield 
One-third of a reafonable Crop. I believe the late Deficiency happened 
in Ulfter. 

I have the Honour to be. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient and faithful Servant, 

C. BUFF IN. 

Dublin, 

February 2, 1802, 
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